	Geography: People Live in Places     |     Early Stage 1       |     Duration: 10 weeks, 3-4 hours per week

	Summary

	Students explore the places they live in and belong to. They examine their home as a special place.  They develop an understanding of what makes a place special and how this may differ for different people over time. Students build on their knowledge and understanding of how the past is different from the present and how their family has changed. Students learn about the importance of looking after places. Students explore how the location of places can be represented.

	Outcomes
	Key inquiry questions

	Geography 

· GEe‑1 identifies places and develops an understanding of the importance of places to people

· GEe‑2 communicates geographical information and uses geographical tools

History
· HTe‑2 demonstrates developing skills of historical inquiry and communication

Mathematics-Measurement and Geometry-Position

· describes position and gives and follows simple directions using everyday language
	Geography
What are places like?
What makes a place special?
How can we look after the places we live in?
History-What is my history and how do I know?

	Assessment Overview
	Language

	http://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/foundation_year_geography_portfolio.pdf
Mind Map- What is a home?

Mapping- features of my school

Personal Response- My special place

Spoken explanation- Direction and location

Observation- familiar places

Presentation- A globe
	near, next to, close to

mapping

pictorial map

special places

features, familiar places

world, globe

direction, location, grid


	Concepts
	Skills
	Geographical tools

	Geography
The following geographical concepts have been integrated into the unit:

Place: the significance of places and what they are like
Space: the significance of location and spatial distribution, and ways people organise and manage the spaces that we live in
Environment: the significance of the environment in human life, and the important interrelationships between humans and the environment
 History
The following historical concepts have been integrated into the unit:

Continuity and change: some things change over time and others remain the same
Cause and effect: events, decisions or developments in the past that produce later actions
Perspectives: people from the past will have different views and experiences
Empathetic understanding: developing an understanding of another’s views, life and decisions made
Significance: importance of an event, development or individual/group
	Geography
The following geographical skills have been integrated into the unit:

Acquiring geographical information
· pose questions and make observations (ACHGS001)

· record geographical data and information (ACHGS002)

Processing geographical information
· represent data using charts or graphs (ACHGS003)

· draw conclusions based on discussions of observations (ACHGS004)

Communicating geographical information
· present information (ACHGS005)

· reflect on their learning (ACHGS006)
History
The following historical skills have been integrated into the unit:

Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts
· respond by demonstrating active listening behaviour, through discussion and by recalling and retelling stories

· sequence familiar objects and events 
· distinguish between the past, present and future 
Use of sources
· explore and use a range of sources about the past 
· identify and compare features of objects from the past and present 
Perspectives- explore a point of view 
Empathetic understanding- recognise differences and similarities between individuals and families in the past and present

Explanation and communication- use a range of communication forms (oral, graphic, written, role play) and digital technologies
	Geography
The following geographical tools have been integrated into the unit:

Maps - M
· pictorial maps, online maps

Fieldwork - F
· observing and recording data

Graphs and statistics - GS
· tally charts, pictographs

Spatial technologies - ST
· virtual maps

Visual representations - VR
· photographs, illustrations, story books, multimedia


	Content
	Teaching, learning and assessment 
	Adjustments/Resources

	Important places 

Students:

investigate the importance of places they live in and belong to, for example: 
identification of places they live in and belong to 

discussion of why places are special and how people care for them 

explanation of why people need to take care of places 
Locating places

Students:

investigate how the location of places can be represented, for example:   
location of familiar and local places on maps [image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/wsimages/tools/st.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]
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description of the location of places [image: image4.png]



Personal and Family Histories

Who the people in their family are, where they were born and raised and how they are related to each other

Mathematics-Measurement and Geometry-Position

Describe position and movement (ACMMG010)
· follow directions to a point or place, including in mazes and games (Reasoning) 

· describe the position of an object in relation to themselves using everyday language, such as 'between', 'next to', 'behind' or 'inside', eg 'The table is behind me'
[image: image5.jpg]



Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander places

Students:

investigate the Country/Places important to Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Peoples, for example: (ACHGK003) [image: image6.png]



identification of an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander site, Country or Place [image: image7.png]



discussion of why the site, Country or Place is important [image: image8.png]



	Inquiry Question: What makes a place special?

Activity 1

Pretest- Assessment for learning
1. What is Geography? (group discussion)
2. Children draw their own interpretation of a map-you could ask them to make a map of their room or their classroom or school

Objective: to see what chn already know about maps

3. They are to imagine what their special place might look like, smell like, feel like and sound like.  Teacher can use an example of a place that might be special to her/him.  Children can draw their special place while the teachers record why this place is special.  
Objective: to see if chn know what a ‘place’ is and why a place might be special
4. Discuss their perfect place and why it is special in small groups or as a whole class. (It can be real or imagined)
Activity 2-3
Visit a few special places in the school (such as the church, staffroom, classroom or the library).  In small groups children are to take photos of parts of the school that they think are special and when they come back to class they can share their photos and talk about why they think they are special and answer the following questions.   F

· Is the room/place special to everyone or just a few people?

· Why do you think the place is special to those people? 

· Present information to show how they and other people care for and look after their school eg putting rubbish in the bin, recycling, planting trees etc. 

· Discuss who takes care of different areas of the school F
· What makes a place special?

As a whole class draw and label some of the special places in the school on a pictorial map

· Children explore where their school is on a map and describe its location eg my school is near the park M ST  

Assessment of learning- mapping features of the school

Objective- children can identify and represent some features of familiar places in the school on a pictorial map

[image: image9.png]Mapping - Features of my school
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Activity 4
Using a stimulus such as My Farm by Alison Lester, students identify a special place and why it is important to people by posing and responding to questions such as: VR- Visual 
Representation 

· why is the farm special? 

· how did people take care of the farm?

· why did people need to take care of the farm?

Activity 5-6
Children reflect on their own special place and present information about: 

· where they live and the family members who live with them

· special belongings at home eg toys, bedroom, pet etc.
· how they and other people take care of this place eg cleaning, gardening, painting etc.

Children discuss what makes their place special. They group reasons into categories and present the information in a chart. GS  Eg. 

Bedroom

Kitchen

Park

Classroom

* is special because I have toys in there

* is special because I can spend time with family and eat!

* is special because I can run and play with my friends and…

* is special because…

Assessment of learning- see if chn can identify their special place and why it is special
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Assessment for learning- NEWS task below

Homework and NEWS: Children are to bring in an item or photo that reminds them of a special place.  
Personal verbal response (this could be recorded) 

They can show and talk about this item and their special place during NEWS time. eg. A teddy might remind them of their bedroom, bed, sleeping and dreaming
Children are given a world map to take home.  Parents are to locate where their family comes from and then this can be shared with the class and added to the bigger world map in Activity 4. 

Activity 7-8 Mapping
· Brainstorm and investigate: (show children a variety of different maps- street map, google earth maps, treasure maps) and ask questions: 

What is a map?

What are maps used for?

Discuss different types of maps- treasure map, map of the school, map of Sydney
Read ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and talk about the positional language and sequence where they went on their walk.  Children could role play going on the bear hunt.
As a whole class or in groups design a map showing where they went on their walk in order. See example below:
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B

We're Going on a Bear Hynt

 MAP & BINOCULARS





Activity 9

· Read ‘Follow that map” and discuss.
Activity 10
· Children share where their present and past family members were born (linking to History unit from Term 1). They locate and describe their family members’ country(s) or place(s) of origin using pictorial maps, a world globe, Google Earth and/or online maps. M ST 
· Teacher can choose the addresses of some of the children and look them up on google maps to find their street and house
· Children can use Ipads to look up their own addresses on google maps and see if they can find someone in the class who lives near them

(this links to mathematics- Measurement and Geometry- Position 
· Map of Hurstville Adventist School M ST
· Make a pictorial map of the classroom as a whole class.  

· Differentiation of process- some children may make their own pictorial map of the classroom whereas others could do this in groups or with teacher support.  They could draw the classroom or use shapes to stick onto a piece of paper like shown.  Some children could label their diagrams.
Activity 11-12
Inquiry Question: How can we look after the places we live in?
Mini excursion: Visit a park close to the school.  Children or teacher can take photos of significant parts of the park to discuss when back at school.  In pairs children can draw a map of the park. 

Children are to think about:

Who looks after the park?

How do they look after the park?

How can we help look after the park?

What would happen if no one looked after the park?

Assessment of Learning

Objective: to see if children can identify a familiar place and explain verbally or in writing how they can look after the place and why this is important.  Children could draw it and then describe their place in front of the class or small group.
[image: image12.png]Observation - Familiar places
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Activity 13-18
Inquiry Question: What are places like?
Follow State Library program- see attached program
Are all homes the same?

Thinking Routines- ‘See Think Wonder’ could be used as a thinking routine for many of the State Library activities 

What do you see?

What do you think about?

What does it make you wonder?

Assessment of learning ACARA work sample- What is a home?.pdf
Objective: - recognises that places (homes) are for living in and important to people as they provide shelter and leisure activities

                 - presents observations through text, drawing and a map
[image: image13.png]Mind Map - What is a home?
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Activity 19-22
· Through an opportunity for students to engage with a local Aboriginal community representative, students: 

· develop an understanding that people’s special places vary

· consider the importance of Country to Aboriginal people M  

· investigate how Aboriginal people share their stories and commemorate events. VR  

     http://www.aecg.nsw.edu.au/
     http://www.alc.org.au/land-councils/lalc-contact-details.aspx
(This section is unfinished)
	Visible Thinking See Think Wonder
Ipads to take photographs

Butcher’s paper or smartboard
My Farm by Alison Lester 
http://alisonlester.com/
ACARA work samples assessment
Smartboard

IPads
Map of area
Map of St George area
‘Follow that map’ by Scot Ritchie

 Provide key vocabulary (eg near, next to, close to) to support students to describe locations.

**This looks really good:
cat in the hat mapping tool
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Rosen
we’re going on a bear hunt activity
Large piece of butcher’s paper

Coloured shapes to cut out
IPads or camera

Clipboards, paper and pencils
ACARA work samples assessment
See Think Wonder routine
State Library program with pictures of different types of homes is attached at the end of this program

‘Home’ by Carson Ellis​
‘Home’ by Jeannie Baker
‘Big Rain Coming’ by Katrina Germein and Bronwyn Bancroft 


	Evaluation




List of Resources:
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/hsie/geography-k10/content/1175/
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/learning/people-live-places-important-places-homes
http://obwe.weebly.com/es1-people-live-in-places.html
	


Ideas:

**Assessment: Children can make their own ideal home using scrap materials or a diorama and describe this verbally and in writing to the class 
Possible Excursions: sacred place for Aboriginal people??
State Library program
	Geography: Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten) People Live in Places

	Students explore the places they live in and belong to. They develop an understanding of what makes a place special and how this may differ for different people. Students learn about the importance of looking after places. 

	Topic:
	Important places: Homes

	Key inquiry questions:
	· What are places like?

· What makes a place special?

· How can we look after the places we live in?

	Content

	Important places 

Students:

· investigate the importance of places they live in and belong to, for example: (ACHGK002, ACHGK004)

· identification of places they live in and belong to        

· discussion of why places are special and how people care for them       

· explanation of why people need to take care of places       


	Student Learning Activities

	Activity 1: Engagement and questioning – Homes

Engagement - Discuss what a home is and what it encompasses, i.e. the dwelling, its surroundings, its contents, its occupants. 

Formulate questions for the geographical inquiry:

· Where do I live?

· Are all homes the same?

· What makes a home or place special?

· How can we care for our home and special places?

	Activity 2: Researching – Are all homes the same? 

Visual representations – Students collectively observe images of dwellings (Sources 1-8). Use the ‘Observe’ and ‘Interpret’ questions to guide student observations and interpretations. 

Fieldwork – Take students into the school playground to observe the variety of homes near the school. Take photographs to record observations. Students also bring a photograph of their own home.


	Source 1: Dwelling in a tree stump, Gippsland, Victoria, ca. 1910.
[image: image14.jpg]



http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=393943
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.


	Source 2: House in a new housing estate, 2008-February 2013. Photographed by Geoff Ambler. 

[image: image15.jpg]



http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=1045534
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.

	Source 3: Our Camp, The Heads, Moruya River, NSW. Sketched by Edward Forde. From album of sketches of New Zealand and New South Wales views, ca. 1857, 1859-1862
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http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=430333
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.


	Source 4: Residential Housing, 596-602 King Street, Newtown, 2012-2013. Photographed by John Immig. 
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http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=1079225
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.

	Source 5: Couple with slab hut, bark-roofed house and garden beds, Hill End, 1870-1875. Photographed by American and Australasian Photographic Company
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http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=62584
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.


	Source 6: Apartments in western Sydney, 2011. Photographed by Geoff Ambler.
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http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=971282
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.

	Source 7: Family in front of their two-storey mansion with tennis court, ca.1930s. Photographed by Sam Hood.
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http://www.acmssearch.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/itemDetailPaged.cgi?itemID=8747
	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.


	Source 8: Farmhouse in Tamworth, NSW, Sept 2015. Photographed by Michelle Bellamy.
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	Observe

What is it? 

What is it made from?

How was it made?

Where is it? 

Who is using it?

Interpret

Why is it there? 

What would it be like inside? 

Is this the present or the past? How do you know? 

Is it permanent or temporary?

How is it being cared for?

Compare 

Compare it to other homes.


	Activity 3: Processing information – Homes and people
Compare the photos. What is a home? Why is it special? How do people care for their home? 

	[image: image22.jpg]



	What is similar about each of these homes? Make a list.
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	Word bank: door, garden, home, live in, people, roof, walls, windows, yard
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	What does a home provide for people? Make a list.
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	How do people look after their homes? 



	Word bank: cleaning, garbage, family, gardening, mowing, privacy, putting away, safety, shelter, raking, sweeping, washing

	Activity 3: Representing information ​​– My home
Draw your home or paste in a photo of it. Write or draw what you like to do at home. 

Draw yourself in your special place at home. Write or draw how you care for your home.

	My home


	What I like to do at home

	Me in my special place at home


	How I care for my home


	Activity 4: Communicating – Caring for my home

Students share how they care for their home (Activity 3). Through a discussion students explain why people need to take care of their homes and places that are special to them. 
Using a video recording app such as Adobe Voice or PicPlayPost, students present their images from Activity 3 and explain how and why they care for their home and special places. 

	Background notes for teachers

	The focus of this sequence of activities is on place. As students will be most familiar with their home, this provides a good introduction to the concept of place. The inquiry can be expanded to include other places students belong to and why they are important. The inquiry leads to actions students can undertake to care for their place.

	NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum Geography K–6

	Outcomes
	Geographical Inquiry Skills
	Geographical Concepts

	GEe‑1 identifies places and develops an understanding of the importance of places to people

GEe‑2 communicates geographical information and uses geographical tools


	Acquiring geographical information

· pose questions and make observations (ACHGS001)

· record geographical data and information (ACHGS002)

Processing geographical information

· represent data using charts or graphs (ACHGS003)

· draw conclusions based on discussions of observations (ACHGS004)

Communicating geographical information

· present information (ACHGS005)

· reflect on their learning (ACHGS006)
	Place: the significance of places and what they are like eg places students live in and belong to and why they are important.

Space: the significance of location and spatial distribution, and ways people organise and manage the spaces that we live in eg location of a place in relation to other familiar places.

Environment: the significance of the environment in human life, and the important interrelationships

	Learning across the curriculum

	· Sustainability

· Literacy

· Difference and diversity

	Resources

	Picture books

Home by Carson Ellis

Home by Jeannie Baker

Big Rain Coming by Katrina Germein and Bronwyn Bancroft 


